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E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: TSPA, MA, US 

SUBJ: NASA STATION ISSUE 

REF: STATE 009120 

1 . SOLOFOSON OUT OF TOWN JAN 15 BUT SHOULD BE BACK JAN 17. 

2. REFTEL IMPLIES THAT USG IS PREPARED TO PAY ALL OR 

PART OF $200,000 REQUESTED BY GDRM, APPARENTLY DEPENDING ON 
STATE OF EQUIPMENT AT NASA STATION. THIS IS POINT IN 
WHICH SOLOFOSON WILL BE MOST INTERESTED, SINCE MODALITIES OF 
ARRANGING FORMAL SETTLEMENT AND REMOVING EQUIPMENT WILL 
PROBABLY BE OF LITTLE CONCERN TO HIM. SOLOFOSON MAY 
BALK AT OBTAINING AUTHORIZATION FOR TEAM'S VISIT BEFORE 
FORMAL SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE. THEREFORE HOPE DEPARTMENT CAN 
PROVIDE ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BY OPENING OF 
BUSINESS OUR TIME JANUARY 17 OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS 
POSSIBLE: 

A. IF APPROVAL FOR VISIT OF NASA TEAM IS GRANTED, 

WHEN WOULD TEAM ARRIVE AND HOW LONG WOULD THEIR 
INSPECTION TAKE? 

B. RE LAST SENTENCE REFTEL, WILL TEAM HAVE AUTHORITY 
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TO DECIDE HOW MUCH USG WILL PAY (IF ANYTHING) OR IS THIS 
QUESTION TO BE REFERRED BACK TO WASHINGTON? AND DOES 
WASHINGTON ANTICIPATE THAT FINAL SETTLEMENT CAN BE REACHED 
WHILE NASA TEAM REMAINS IN TANANARIVE? 
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